® Transformed Sunshine Special School in Kariega includes new classrooms, library and hyvdrotherapy pool
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right ray of hope for intellectually disabled
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Four years after breaking
ground, the R92.4m develop-
ment ofa special school in Kar-
iega has been completed.

Sunshine Special School in
the potholed Durban Street has
been transformed from justa
handful of prefabricated class-
rooms and a hired hall toa
first-class all-in-one facility in-
cluding 24 new classrooms, a
library'media centre, a dining
room and a hydrotherapy pool.

Basic ed ucation de puty
minister Reginah Mhaule and
Eastern Cape education MEC
Fundile Gade attended the
opening of the school yester-
day and were given a tour by
proud principal Magdalene
George

“Everything has been spe-
cially designed to enhance our
teaching and the ex perience of
the learners — from the soft-
ware in our media centre to
the outdoor gym in our court-
yard"” George said.

She said the new school also
included a hall, 60 toilets, five
offices and 364 metres of seq-
rity fencing

“There is a speech therapy
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area that inclndesa sound-
proof booth and equipment
fior audiome tric testing, a phys-
iotherapy area and a hy-
drotherapy pool for muscle
strengthening

“We emphasise preparnng
our learners for the real world
50 we have classes for hair-
dressing, woodwork, needle-
work and ars and crafis

“Owur staff are passionate
and routine is very important.

“This amazing new infras-
tructure makes the job of
teaching and learning much
easier and more fun.”

George said Sunshine
catered for severely intellecu-
ally disabled pupils from six to
18 years old

“We are one of two schools
ofthis kind in the Kariega,
KwaNobuhle, Despatch area
andwe cater toall communi-
ties — the severe intellectual
disability is our only ariteria.”

Gade said funding to man-
age the Eastern Cape schools’
infrastruciure programime was
derived primarily from the ed-
ucarion infrastructure grant

In the 2020/2021 financial
year ending in March 2021, this
amounted to R1.544bn, which
was a decrease of 0.8% from

the previous year.

“The preliminary allocation
for the 2021,/2022 financial
year is R1.64bn.

“Toour peaple this may
soundlikea huge amount of
money,” Gade said

“However, considering the
province’s ongoing backlogs,
which require close to R82.3bn
toeradicate, it is but adrop in
the ocean.”

Mhanle said close to 100%
of SA youngsters between the
ages of seven and 15 without
disabilities were now attending
school

“For those with disabilities,
which is approximately 4% of
the schookaged population,
the participation rate ranges
between B5% and 95% de-
pending on the provinee.

“So there remain gaps in
this sector but our mission is to
eliminate the distinction be-

o
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tween information-rich
schools and informarion-poor
schools, between schools for
the disabled and abled and the
income differential between
rural poor and affluent urban
schools”

She said she was happy
with what she had seen at the
school.

“Mewly rebuilt Sunshine
Special 5chool meets the
norms and standards of
restoring hope and dignity o
our learners and schooling
COMMITILN fies.

“Itis us who must adapt our
undersmanding of common hu-
manity, leamn the richness of
how human life is diverse, and
recognise the presence of dis-
ability in our human midst as
an entichment of our diversity.

“0Our job as the department
is to provide the ability to over-
come disability.”

FITMESS FEATURES: The Sunshine 5 pedal5chool has physiothe mpy and hydrotherapy fadlities
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SPLASH OF COLOUR: The Sunshine Special 5chool courtyard includ es a jungle gym



